A HISTORY OF US

Government
officials are sometimes
called “ministers.” They
are not ministers of reli-
gion. It is confusing, but
keep in mind that there
are two kinds of minis-
ters: of government and
of religion. England’s
Prime Minister is the
leader of the country’s
government.

Peevish means irritable.

No Right to Tax
William Pitt was an old man,
and sick, but he spoke in
the House of Commons on
January 14, 1766, anyway:

t is my opinion, that this

kingdom has no right to
lay a tax upon the colo-
nies....The Commons of
America [the colonial as-
semblies] have ever been in
possession of...their con-
stitutional rights, of giv-
ing and granting their
own money....At the same
time, this kingdom...has
always bound the colonies
by her laws, her regula-
tions...in every thing except
that of taking their money
out of their pockets with-
out their consent. Here |
would draw the line.
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Article 1: A Taxing King

o aflix the STAMP.
& Benjamin Franklin knew that sometimes the
£ best way to get people to think is to make
2 them laugh. So when he was serious, he wrote
= a joking poem. Here is part of it:
&=
We have an old mother that peevish is grown;
She snubs us like children that scarce walk alone;
The colonists’ opin- She forgets we’re grown up and have sense of
ion of the Stamp Act. our 0wn.
On the opposite page,

Who was the “old mother?” Why, England,
of course! “We” were the colonists. Ben
Franklin was right. King George IIl and his
ministers didn’t believe the colonists were grown up and capable of
ruling themselves. The colonists knew they were. After all, they’d
been running most of their own affairs from the time they first ar-
rived in the New World. But even England’s William Pitt, who was a
friend of America, wrote, “This is the mother country, they are the
children; they must obey, and we prescribe.”

Part of the problem was that almost none of the English leaders
had been to America—or cared to go. They didn’t understand the
country or its people. One London newspaper called Americans “a
mongrel breed.”

Now we were, and are, exactly that. A mongrel (MONG-grull) is a
dog that is a mixture of breeds—a mutt. From our beginnings, we
were a mixture of peoples. That was unusual for a nation. We were
attempting something difficult and challenging. The London news-
paper thought it was insulting us when it said “mongrel breed.”
Well, it was no insult—unless, of course, they were calling us dogs.

As I've told you, most colonists (no matter where they came

inset, is one of the
hated British stamps.







